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Autumn 2025 
Sciences Po 

Professor Zaki Laïdi 

August 28th 

 

European Sovereignty 

Extended Bibliography 

 

 

The students taking this course have to read before the beginning of the 

class and for the exam Professor Laïdi’s paper which summarises the main 

argument of this course “European Sovereignty” available on laidi.org. The French 

version has been published in Pouvoir, N° 190, pp. 45-58.  

 

You need to have in mind the main dispositions of the Treaty on European Union 

pertaining to Foreign Policy, (Title V TEU). 

 

This considered, references to the course bibliography can only increase your final 

grade for this course. 

 

  

Session 1: Introduction: objectives, concepts, outline, requirements, 

expectations. 

 

 

1. Laïdi, Zaki “European Sovereignty” available on laidi.org. 

 

2.a. Emmanuel Macron, “Initiative pour l’Europe. Pour une Europe souveraine, 

unie,  émocratique”,  La Sorbonne Speech, Paris, Élysée, September 26, 2017. 

 

2.b. Emmanuel Macron, “Europe speech”, Second Sorbonne Speech, April 24, 

2024. 

 

3.a Ursula Von der Leyen, Ursula, “State of the Union Speech”, Brussels, 

European Commission, 16th September 2020.  

 

3.b Ursula Von der Leyen, Speech by President von der Leyen at the European 

Parliament Plenary on strengthening European defence in a volatile geopolitical 

landscape, European Commission, February 28, 2024. 

 

 

 

https://laidi.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/european_sovereignty.pdf
http://laidi.org/
https://laidi.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/european_sovereignty.pdf
http://laidi.org/
https://www.elysee.fr/emmanuel-macron/2017/09/26/initiative-pour-l-europe-discours-d-emmanuel-macron-pour-une-europe-souveraine-unie-democratique
https://www.elysee.fr/emmanuel-macron/2017/09/26/initiative-pour-l-europe-discours-d-emmanuel-macron-pour-une-europe-souveraine-unie-democratique
https://www.elysee.fr/en/emmanuel-macron/2024/04/24/europe-speech
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/SPEECH_20_1655
https://enlargement.ec.europa.eu/news/speech-president-von-der-leyen-european-parliament-plenary-strengthening-european-defence-volatile-2024-02-28_en
https://enlargement.ec.europa.eu/news/speech-president-von-der-leyen-european-parliament-plenary-strengthening-european-defence-volatile-2024-02-28_en
https://enlargement.ec.europa.eu/news/speech-president-von-der-leyen-european-parliament-plenary-strengthening-european-defence-volatile-2024-02-28_en
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Session 2:  Why was Europe built against Power Politics? 

 

1. Schuman, Robert, “The Schuman Declaration” , Strasbourg, 9 May 

1950. 

 

2. Article 3 Consolidate Version of the Treaty of the European Union, OJ C 

326/43. 2012. 

 

3. Keukeleire, Stephan. The foreign policy of the European Union. Third 

edition. London New York : Bloomsbury Academic. 2022. Chapter 1 pp 11-40. 

 

4. Laïdi, Zaki, “Can Europe learn to play power politics?” Center of European 

Research, London, 2019.  

 

5. Smith, Michael, Stephan Keukeleire, et Sophie Vanhoonacker. The 

Diplomatic System of the European Union: Evolution, change and challenges.  1re éd. 

Oxford : Routledge. 2016. pp 29-46. 

 

 

 

Session 3: The exercise of Power 

 

1. European Council, Informal Meeting of the Head of States or 

Government, Versailles Declaration, 10 and 11 March 2022. 

 

2. Smith, Michael, Stephan Keukeleire, and Sophie Vanhoonacker. The 

Diplomatic System of the European Union: Evolution, change and challenges. Oxford 

: Routledge. 2016. pp 64-76. 

 

3. Article 18 Consolidate Version of the Treaty of the European Union OJ C 

326/43. 2012.  

 

4. Borrell Fontelles, Josep, “Europe Between Two Wars”, European Union”, 

European Union, 2024. 

 

5. Laïdi, Zaki. “Why Europe Cannot Be a Superpower” in Norms over Force: 

The Enigma of European Power. New York, NY: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008, Chater 1 

pp 7-34. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://european-union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/history-eu/1945-59/schuman-declaration-may-1950_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.C_.2012.326.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AC%3A2012%3A326%3AFULL#C_2012326EN.01001301
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.scpo.idm.oclc.org/lib/sciences-po/reader.action?docID=6934061&ppg=32&c=UERG
https://www.cer.eu/sites/default/files/pbrief_power_politics_25.11.19.pdf
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.scpo.idm.oclc.org/lib/sciences-po/detail.action?docID=3569487&query=Smith%252C%2520Michael%252C%2520Stephan%2520Keukeleire%252C%2520and%2520Sophie%2520Vanhoonacker.%2520The%2520Diplomatic%2520System%2520of%2520the%2520European%2520Union%253A%2520Evolution%252C%2520change%2520and%2520challenges
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.scpo.idm.oclc.org/lib/sciences-po/detail.action?docID=3569487&query=Smith%252C%2520Michael%252C%2520Stephan%2520Keukeleire%252C%2520and%2520Sophie%2520Vanhoonacker.%2520The%2520Diplomatic%2520System%2520of%2520the%2520European%2520Union%253A%2520Evolution%252C%2520change%2520and%2520challenges
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.scpo.idm.oclc.org/lib/sciences-po/detail.action?docID=3569487&query=Smith%252C%2520Michael%252C%2520Stephan%2520Keukeleire%252C%2520and%2520Sophie%2520Vanhoonacker.%2520The%2520Diplomatic%2520System%2520of%2520the%2520European%2520Union%253A%2520Evolution%252C%2520change%2520and%2520challenges
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/54773/20220311-versailles-declaration-en.pdf
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.scpo.idm.oclc.org/lib/sciences-po/reader.action?docID=3569487&ppg=59&c=RVBVQg
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.scpo.idm.oclc.org/lib/sciences-po/reader.action?docID=3569487&ppg=59&c=RVBVQg
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.C_.2012.326.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AC%3A2012%3A326%3AFULL#C_2012326EN.01001301
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/2024/20236140_PDF_OF0523499ENN_002.pdf
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.scpo.idm.oclc.org/lib/sciences-po/reader.action?docID=435815&ppg=14&c=UERG
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Session 4: The Ukrainian Turning point 

 

It is very important to have a historical background of the war in 

Ukraine, without which the current one is hard to understand.  

 

1. Plokhy, Serhii, Gates of Europe: A History of Ukraine. New York: 

Basic Books. 2015. 

1.a Chap. 20, “Communism and Nationalism” (p. 229)  

1.b Chap. 24, “The Second Soviet Republic” (p. 291)   

1.c Chap. 26, “The Independence Square” (p. 323) 

 

2. Vladimir Putin, ”On the Historical Unity of Russians and Ukrainians“, July 

12, 2021. 

 

3. Plokhy, Serhii, The Russo-Ukrainian War: The Return of History, New York: 

Norton & Company, 2023, pp. 118-241. 

 

4. Brzezinski, Zbigniew, “Ukraine's Critical Role in the Post-Soviet Space”, 

Harvard Ukrainian Studies, Vol. 20, UKRAINE IN THE WORLD: Studies in the 

International Relations and Security Structure of a Newly Independent State, 1996, pp 

3-8. 

 

 5. Oleg Ignatov & Lucian Kim, “Beyond the Ukraine Summits: Five Realities 

after Three Years of War”, August 22, 2025, Crisis Group.  

 

 

Session 5: The EU and the Ukrainian problem 

 

1.a European Council Conclusion 24 February 2022 and all others 

monthly reports which all refer to EU policy vis-à-vis Ukraine. 

 

1.b European Commission, “EU Solidarity with Ukraine, The EU 

stands united with Ukraine”, website. 

 

2. Kuleba, Dmytro, “How to arm a pacifist: Lessons from Ukraine for the EU’s 

defence policy”, European Council on Foreign Relations, 19 June 2025.  

 

3. Laïdi, Zaki, “L’acquis, le requis et l’indécis de l’Europe géopolitique”, 

LeGrandContinent.eu, 13 April 2023. 

 

4. Kiel Institute, “Ukraine Support Tracker: A Database of Military, Financial 

and Humanitarian Aid to Ukraine", IfW-Kiel.org. 

 

https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/tt382m/pdf
https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/tt382m/pdf
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.scpo.idm.oclc.org/lib/sciences-po/reader.action?docID=31464862&ppg=109&c=RVBVQg
https://www-jstor-org.scpo.idm.oclc.org/stable/41036681?seq=1
https://www.crisisgroup.org/europe-central-asia/eastern-europe/ukraine-russia-internal-united-states/beyond-ukraine-summits-five-realities-after-three-years-war?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&s=08
https://www.crisisgroup.org/europe-central-asia/eastern-europe/ukraine-russia-internal-united-states/beyond-ukraine-summits-five-realities-after-three-years-war?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&s=08
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/02/24/european-council-conclusions-24-february-2022/#:~:text=The%2520European%2520Council%2520condemns%2520in,unjustified%2520military%2520aggression%2520against%2520Ukraine.
https://eu-solidarity-ukraine.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://eu-solidarity-ukraine.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://ecfr.eu/publication/how-to-arm-a-pacifist-lessons-from-ukraine-for-the-eus-defence/
https://ecfr.eu/publication/how-to-arm-a-pacifist-lessons-from-ukraine-for-the-eus-defence/
https://legrandcontinent.eu/fr/2023/04/13/lacquis-le-requis-et-lindecis-de-leurope-geopolitique/
http://ifw-kiel.org/
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5. Matthew Savill, “Guaranteeing Insecurity: The Flaws in Ukraine’s Security 

Talks”, August 20, 2025, RUSI.  

 

 

 

Session 6: The EU-US Relations: the Trump test  

 

1.a Joint Statement on a United States-European Union framework 

on an agreement on reciprocal, fair and balanced trade, August 21, 2025.  

 

1.b The Hague Summit Declaration, NATO, June 25, 2025.  

 

1.c Zaki Laïdi, “The Trumping of Europe”, Project Syndicate, June 30, 2025. 

 

2. Bergmann, Max and Besch, Sophia “Why European Defense Still Depends on 

America”, Foreign Affairs, 7 March 2023. 

 

3. Maulny, Jean-Pierre. “The Impact of the War in Ukraine on the European 

Defence Market”, IRIS Policy Paper, September 2023. 

 

4. Ben Barry, Douglas Barrie & al., “Defending Europe Without the United 

States: Costs and Consequences”, International Institute for Strategic Studies, May 

2025.  

 

5. Ed Arnold,  "All About Trump: the 2025 NATO Hague Summit", RUSI, 26 

June 2025. 

 

 6. Meijer, Hugo. Brooks, Stephen G. “Illusions of Autonomy: Why Europe 

Cannot Provide for Its Security If the United States Pulls Back”. International Security 

2021; 45 (4): 7–43. 

 

 

Session 7: Can Europe defend itself alone? 

 

1.a White Paper for European Defence – Readiness 2030, European 

Commission, Brussel, March 2025.   

 

1.b Council of the European Union, “A Strategic Compass for 

Security and Defence. For a European Union that protects its citizens, 

values and interests, and contributes to international peace and security”, 

21 March 2022. 

 

https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/guaranteeing-insecurity-flaws-ukraines-security-talks
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/guaranteeing-insecurity-flaws-ukraines-security-talks
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/news/joint-statement-united-states-european-union-framework-agreement-reciprocal-fair-and-balanced-trade-2025-08-21_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/news/joint-statement-united-states-european-union-framework-agreement-reciprocal-fair-and-balanced-trade-2025-08-21_en
https://www.nato.int/cps/fr/natohq/official_texts_236705.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://www1.project-syndicate.org/commentary/eu-trump-trade-deal-confirms-the-worst-by-zaki-laidi-2025-07
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/ukraine/why-european-defense-still-depends-america
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/ukraine/why-european-defense-still-depends-america
https://www.iris-france.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/19_ProgEuropeIndusDef_JPMaulny.pdf
https://www.iris-france.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/19_ProgEuropeIndusDef_JPMaulny.pdf
https://www.iiss.org/globalassets/media-library---content--migration/files/research-papers/2025/05/defending-europe-without-the-united-states/iiss_defending-europe-without-the-united-states_costs-and-consequences_052025.pdf
https://www.iiss.org/globalassets/media-library---content--migration/files/research-papers/2025/05/defending-europe-without-the-united-states/iiss_defending-europe-without-the-united-states_costs-and-consequences_052025.pdf
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/all-about-trump-2025-nato-hague-summit
https://doi.org/10.1162/isec_a_00405
https://doi.org/10.1162/isec_a_00405
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/e6d5db69-e0ab-4bec-9dc0-3867b4373019_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7371-2022-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7371-2022-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7371-2022-INIT/en/pdf
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2. Peter Becker & Ronja Kempin, “Strengthening Europe’s Defence Capabilities 

through Clear Tasks and Objectives”, August 2025, German Institute for International 

and Security Affairs. 

  

3. Grand, Camille, “Defending Europe with less America”, ECFR: European 

Council on Foreign Relations, 3 July 2024. 

 

4. Improving the quality of European defence spending European Parliament, 

November 4, 2024, European Parliament, pp. 1-34. 

 

5. Logan, Justin & Shifrinson, Joshua, “A Post-American Europe:It’s Time for 

Washington to Europeanize NATO and Give Up Responsibility for the Continent’s 

Security.” ForeignAffairs.com, 9 August 2024.  

 

 

Session 8: China as a strategic competitor 

 

 

1. Jorge Toledo Albiñana, “Discourse of ambassador of European 

Union in China”, EU-China at 50: The State of the Bilateral Relationship in a 

Changing World, May 23, 2025.  

 

2. Check resources available on EU Chamber of commerce to China : Annual 

Report 2024. 

 

3. European Parliament, “EU-China relations: De-risking or de-coupling −the 

future of the EU strategy towards China” March 2024.  

 

4. Borrell, Josep, “Speech by High Representative/Vice-President Josep Borrell 

at Peking University” EEAS, 13 November 2023. 

 

5. Yu Jie, “Stalemate or a step ahead? How China manages relations with the 

EU and its member states in light of transatlantic frictions”, August 2025, Policy Paper 

2025/13, EuroHub4Sino.  

 

6. Alicia García-Herrero, “Towards an EU-China non-summit?”, July 2025, 

Bruegel Institute.  

 

 

Session 9: The battle for technological sovereignty 

 

1.a Draghi, Mario, “The future of European competitiveness”, 

September 2024, pp. 11-23, 26-38, 54-66. 

 

https://www.swp-berlin.org/publications/products/comments/2025C38_StrengtheningEuropeDefense.pdf
https://www.swp-berlin.org/publications/products/comments/2025C38_StrengtheningEuropeDefense.pdf
https://ecfr.eu/publication/defending-europe-with-less-america/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2024/762855/EPRS_STU(2024)762855_EN.pdf
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/europe/post-american-europe-justin-logan-joshua-shifrinson?s=08
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/europe/post-american-europe-justin-logan-joshua-shifrinson?s=08
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/europe/post-american-europe-justin-logan-joshua-shifrinson?s=08
https://www.ccgupdate.org/i/166158059/jorge-toledo-albinana-ambassador-of-the-european-union-to-china
https://www.ccgupdate.org/i/166158059/jorge-toledo-albinana-ambassador-of-the-european-union-to-china
https://www.europeanchamber.com.cn/en/home
https://www.europeanchamber.com.cn/en/publications-annual-report#download-table-256
https://www.europeanchamber.com.cn/en/publications-annual-report#download-table-256
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2024/754446/EXPO_STU(2024)754446_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2024/754446/EXPO_STU(2024)754446_EN.pdf
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/china-speech-high-representativevice-president-josep-borrell-peking-university_en
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/china-speech-high-representativevice-president-josep-borrell-peking-university_en
https://eh4sweb.blob.core.windows.net/vitrin/files%2Fstalemate-or-a-step-ahead-how-china-manages-relations-with-the-eu-and-its-member-states-in-light-of-transatlantic-frictions.pdf
https://eh4sweb.blob.core.windows.net/vitrin/files%2Fstalemate-or-a-step-ahead-how-china-manages-relations-with-the-eu-and-its-member-states-in-light-of-transatlantic-frictions.pdf
https://www.bruegel.org/first-glance/towards-eu-china-non-summit
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/97e481fd-2dc3-412d-be4c-f152a8232961_en?filename=The%20future%20of%20European%20competitiveness%20_%20A%20competitiveness%20strategy%20for%20Europe.pdf
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1.b Draghi, Mario, Europe’s Harsh Reality, August 2025. 

 

2.a European Commission, “Speech by Director-General Sabine Weyand: Trade 

policy in a changing world.” 14 May 2024. 

 

2.b European Commission, “Speech by Executive Vice President Vestager on 

technology and politics  at the Institute for Advanced Study.” Princeton, 9 April 2024. 

 

3.a Emily Benson, Max Bergmann & Federico Steinberg, “The Transatlantic 

Tech Clash: Will Europe “De-Risk” from the United States?”, May 2025, Center for 

Strategic & International Studies.  

 

3.b Marietje Schaake, “Beware America’s AI colonialism”, Financial Times, 

August 20, 2025. 

 

4. Bertin, Martens, “Catch-up with the US or prosper below the tech frontier? 

An EU artificial intelligence strategy”, Bruegel Institute, 21 October 2024. 

 

5. Couvreur, Sjorre. “Inside the European Union’s Trade Machinery : 

Institutional Changes in an Age of Geoeconomics.” JCMS-Journal of Common Market 

Studies, 2024, doi:10.1111/jcms.13625. 

 

6. “Accelerating Europe: Competitiveness for a New Era," McKinsey, January 

16, 2024. 

 

 

Session 10: Coping with the rise of the Global South  

 

1. European Commission, ‘Global Gateway Forum kick starts to 

boost sustainable investments in infrastructure’, Press release, 25 October 

2023. 

 

2. European Commission, “Critical Raw Material Act (CRMA)” 16 March 2023. 

 

3. Olaf Scholz, “Speech by Chancellor Scholz at the Global Solutions Summit on 

15 May 2023 in Berlin”, May 23 2023. 

 

4. Borrell, Josep, High Representative of the European Union for Foreign 

Affairs and Security Policy / Vice-President of the European Commission, “Global 

Gateway, EU's proposal in the global "battle of offers", European External Action 

Service, 27 October 2023. 

 

5. Hogan, Erica, and Stewart, Patrick “A Closer Look at the Global South.” CEIP: 

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. United States of America, 20 May 2024. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMMEtxEMIN0
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/news/speech-director-general-sabine-weyand-trade-policy-changing-world-2024-05-14_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/news/speech-director-general-sabine-weyand-trade-policy-changing-world-2024-05-14_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_24_1927
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_24_1927
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_24_1927
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_24_1927
https://www.csis.org/analysis/transatlantic-tech-clash-will-europe-de-risk-united-states
https://www.csis.org/analysis/transatlantic-tech-clash-will-europe-de-risk-united-states
https://www.bruegel.org/policy-brief/catch-us-or-prosper-below-tech-frontier-eu-artificial-intelligence-strategy
https://www.bruegel.org/policy-brief/catch-us-or-prosper-below-tech-frontier-eu-artificial-intelligence-strategy
http://hdl.handle.net/1854/LU-01HZ20CBSJSF0EJQ7F9XJWGEJC
http://hdl.handle.net/1854/LU-01HZ20CBSJSF0EJQ7F9XJWGEJC
http://hdl.handle.net/1854/LU-01HZ20CBSJSF0EJQ7F9XJWGEJC
http://hdl.handle.net/1854/LU-01HZ20CBSJSF0EJQ7F9XJWGEJC
https://www.mckinsey.com/mgi/our-research/accelerating-europe-competitiveness-for-a-new-era
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_5199
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_5199
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/sectors/raw-materials/areas-specific-interest/critical-raw-materials/critical-raw-materials-act_en
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/service/archive/speech-global-solutions-summit-2191028
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/service/archive/speech-global-solutions-summit-2191028
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/global-gateway-eus-proposal-global-battle-offers_en
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/global-gateway-eus-proposal-global-battle-offers_en
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/05/global-south-colonialism-imperialism?lang=en
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Session 11: The future of EU Power: assets & liabilities 

  

1. European Commission, “The Middle East Crisis”, April 2025.  

 

2. Josep Borrell Fontelles and Kalypso Nicolaidis, “Europe Must Get Off the 

Sidelines in the Middle East The EU Needs a More Assertive Plan for the Israeli-

Palestinian Conflict”, Foreign Affairs, June 27, 2025. 

 

3. Luigi Scazzieri, “A Mere Spectator? Europe & the Imploding Middle East”, 

October 9, 2024, Centre for European Reform. 

 

4. Philippe Van Damme, “The EU's competing strategic interests in Africa: 

Priorities for the next MFF”, March 2025, European Centre for Development Policy 

Management. 

 

 

Session 12: Recap, Updates an Feedback 

 

Readings will be communicated later on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/stronger-europe-world/middle-east-crisis_en
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/europe/europe-must-get-sidelines-middle-east
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/europe/europe-must-get-sidelines-middle-east
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/europe/europe-must-get-sidelines-middle-east
https://www.cer.eu/insights/mere-spectator-europe-and-imploding-middle-east
https://www.cer.eu/insights/mere-spectator-europe-and-imploding-middle-east
https://ecdpm.org/work/eus-competing-strategic-interests-africa-priorities-next-mff
https://ecdpm.org/work/eus-competing-strategic-interests-africa-priorities-next-mff

	3. Laïdi, Zaki, “L’acquis, le requis et l’indécis de l’Europe géopolitique”, LeGrandContinent.eu, 13 April 2023.

