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The students taking this course have to read before the beginning of the 
class and for the exam Professor Laïdi’s recent paper which summarises 
the main argument of this course “European Sovereignty” available on laidi.org 
and have in mind the main dispositions of the Treaty on European Union pertaining 
to Foreign Policy, (Title V TEU). 
 
It is indispensable to refer constantly to official documents. They help to understand 
the official position of the EU which policy is based on an agreed language. However 
the discourse needs to be analyzed in regard to political concrete practices. For each 
session a reference to an official document or a statement is provided. 
 
It is highly important to follow the day to day policy in Brussels. You can read 
POLITICO or to subscribe freely to Brussels Express, the FT newsletter, which is 
very well informed. 
 
This considered, references to the course bibliography can only increase your final 
grade for this course. 
  

Session 1:  Introduction : objectives, concepts, outline, requirements, 
expectations. 

 
For a summary of the HRVP activities, watch the documentary “Inside European 
Diplomacy”, Arte, 2024. 
 
Laïdi, Zaki “European Sovereignty” available on laidi.org. 
 
Von der Leyen, Ursula, “State of the Union Speech”, Brussels, European Commission, 
16th September 2020.  
 
Emmanuel Macron, “Initiative pour l’Europe. Pour une Europe souveraine, unie, 
démocratique”,  La Sorbonne Speech, Paris, Élysée, 26 September 2017. 
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Session 2:  Europe and the Idea of Power 
  
Schuman, Robert, “The Schuman Declaration” , Strasbourg, 9 May 1950. 
 
Article 3 Consolidate Version of the Treaty of the European Union [2012] OJ C 326/43. 
  
Smith, Michael, Stephan Keukeleire, et Sophie Vanhoonacker. The Diplomatic System 
of the European Union: Evolution, change and challenges.  1re éd. Oxford : Routledge. 
2016. pp 29-46. 
 
Keukeleire, Stephan. The foreign policy of the European Union. Third edition. London 
New York : Bloomsbury Academic. 2022. pp 11-40. 
 
Walt, Stephen M. “International Relations: One World, Many Theories.” Foreign 
Policy, no. 110, 1998, pp 29–46 JSTOR, https://doi.org/10.2307/1149275. Accessed 14 
July 2024.  
 
Baldwin, David A. “Power and International Relations” Handbook of International 
Relations. United Kingdom : SAGE Publications, Limited. 2012, p. 273-297. 
 
Laïdi, Zaki, “Is Europe ready for Power Politics ?” Center of European Research, 
London, 2019.  
 
 

Session 3: The exercise of Power 
 
European Council, Informal Meeting of the Head of States or Government, Versailles 
Declaration, 10 and 11 March 2022. 
 
Article 18 Consolidate Version of the Treaty of the European Union [2012] OJ C 
326/43. 
 
Smith, Michael, Stephan Keukeleire, and Sophie Vanhoonacker. The Diplomatic 
System of the European Union: Evolution, change and challenges.  1re éd. Oxford : 
Routledge. 2016. pp 49-63. 
 
Smith, Michael, Stephan Keukeleire, and Sophie Vanhoonacker. The Diplomatic 
System of the European Union: Evolution, change and challenges.  1re éd. Oxford : 
Routledge. 2016. pp 64-76. 
 
Balfour, Rose, and Raik, Kristi. “The European External Action Service and National 
Diplomacies.” European Policy Center, EPC Issue Paper n°73, 2013. 
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On all the activities of the HRVP, it is important to consult on a regular 
basis the https://www.eeas.europa.eu/_fr, with a preference for these 
ressources: 

1. Statements made by the HRVP on behalf of the 27 MS.  
2. Blog, opinion and interview of the HRVP available on “A window on the World”  

a. Borrell Fontelles, Josep, “European Foreign Policy in times of Covid-19”, 
European Union, 2021, pp 15-42. 

b. Borrell Fontelles, Josep, “Staying on course in Troubled Waters”, 
European Union, 2021. 

c. Borrell Fontelles, Josep, “The Year that War Returned to Europe”, 
European Union, 2022 

d. Borrell Fontelles, Josep, “Europe Between Two Wars”, European Union”, 
European Union, 2024. 

 
EEAS Annual Activity Report 2023. 
 
Bradford, Anu. The Brussels Effect. Northwestern University Law Review, 107(1). 
Columbia Law and Economics Working Paper No. 533. 2013: 
https://ssrn.com/abstract=2770634  

Bradford, Anu. Digital empires : the global battle to regulate technology. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2023, pp 105-148. 

Laïdi, Zaki. “Why Europe Cannot Be a Superpower” in  Norms over Force: The Enigma 
of European Power. New York, NY: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008,pp 7-34. 
 
Laïdi, Zaki (2007). The Unintended Consequences of European Power. Les Cahiers 
européens de Sciences Po, n° 05, Paris: Centre d'études européennes at Sciences Po, 
2007.  
 

Session 4: The Ukrainian Turning point 
 
European Council, Informal Meeting of the Head of States or Government, Versailles 
Declaration, 10 and 11 March 2022. 
 
Borrell, Josep, “Europe between two wars”, EEAS, 3 January 2024. 
 
Emmanuel Macron, « Initiative pour l’Europe. Pour une Europe souveraine, unie, 
démocratique »,  La Sorbonne Speech, Paris, Élysée, 26 September 2017. 
 
Council of the European Union, “A Strategic Compass for Security and Defence. For a 
European Union that protects its citizens, values and interests, and contributes to 
international peace and security”, 21 March 2022. 
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Zandee, Dirk, and Dijkman, Dik  “The EU and Ukraine: Towards a new security and 
defence relationship.” Clingendael, September 2023. 
 
Von der Leyen, Ursula, “The State of the Union Speech”, 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023. 
Focus on the part regarding Geopolitical Europe and European 
Sovereignty. 

Laïdi, Zaki, “Au son du canon : le réveil géopolitique de l’Europe ?”,  SciencesPo, 24 
septembre 2023.  

 
Snegovaya, Maria. “Why Russia’s Democracy Never Began”. Journal of Democracy, 
vol. 34, no. 3, July 2023, pp 105–18. 
 
Check Timothy Snyder's website. 
 
Interview Josep Borrell by Joseph Weiler, “Several Outlets - Europe Must Learn 
Quickly to Speak the Language of Power” 29 November 2020. 
 
Javier Solana, “European Security Strategy: A Secure Europe in a Better World.” 
European Council, Thessaloniki, 2003.  
 

Charap, Samuel, and Radchenko Sergey, “The Talks That Could Have Ended the War 
in Ukraine” 16 April 2024 

 
 

Session 5: The metrics of EU support to Ukraine 
 

European Council Conclusion 24 February 2022 and all others monthly reports which 
all refer to EU policy vis-à-vis Ukraine. 
 
European Commission, “EU Solidarity with Ukraine, The EU stands united with 
Ukraine”, website. 
 
Bond, Ian, “Ukraine fatigue : Bad for Kyiv, bad for the West”, Center for European 
research, November 2023. 
 
Besch, Sophia, and Ciaramella, Eric, “Ukraine’s accession poses a unique conundrum 
for the EU” CEIP: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. United States of 
America, 2023. 
 
Emerson, Michael “The political impact of Ukrainian accession to the EU budget.”, 
ICDS, 25 September 2023. 
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Kaca, Elżbieta, “Ukraine facility : EU Takes Up New Carrot-and-Stick Instrument.” 
PISM, 19 September 2023. 
 
Fischer, Sabine, “Diplomacy in the context of the Russian Invasion of Ukraine.” SWP 
Comment, n°53, November 2023. 
 
Kiel Institute, “Ukraine Support Tracker: A Database of Military, Financial and 
Humanitarian Aid to Ukraine", IfW-Kiel.org. 
 
Klein, Margarete, and Major, Claudia, “Ensuring Ukraine’s security:From ad hoc 
support to long-term security guarantees as NATO member.” SWP Comment, n°46, 
August 2023. 
 
Bergmann, Max, and Svendsen, Otto, “Transforming European Defence: a new focus 
on Integration” CSIS, June 2023. 
 
Bronk, Justin, “Europe Must Urgently Prepare to Deter Russia Without Large-Scale 
US Support.” RUSI, 7 December 2023. 
 
HRVP, Annual Progress Report on the Implementation of the Strategic Compass for 
Security and Defence, March 2024. 
 
Laïdi, Zaki, “L’acquis, le requis et l’indécis de l’Europe géopolitique”, 
LeGrandContinent.eu, 13 April 2023. 
 
Brzezinski, Zbigniew, “Ukraine's Critical Role in the Post-Soviet Space”, Harvard 
Ukrainian Studies, Vol. 20, UKRAINE IN THE WORLD: Studies in the International 
Relations and Security Structure of a Newly Independent State, 1996, pp 3-8. 
 
Plokhy, Serhii. “Quo Vadis Ukrainian History?” Harvard Ukrainian Studies, vol. 34, 
no. 1/4, 2015, pp 11–34. 
 
McGilvray, Evan. “Book review: The Russo-Ukrainian War: The Return of History 
Serhii Plokhy” The Journal of Slavic Military Studies, vol. 36, no. 4, 2023, pp 478–79. 
 
Plokhy, Serhii. “The Russo-Ukrainian War: The Return of History.” 2023, pp. 118-241. 
 
President of Russia, “Annual Address to the Federal Assembly of the Russian 
Federation” 25 Avril 2005. 
 
Article by Vladimir Putin ”On the Historical Unity of Russians and Ukrainians“, 12 July 
2021. 
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Collins, Liam, Kofman, Michael, and Spencer, John, “The Battle of Hostomel Airport: 
A Key Moment in Russia’s Defeat in Kyiv.” Commentary in War on the Rocks, 10 
August 2023. 
 

Session 6: Europe sovereignty and strategic responsibility 

Council of the European Union, “A Strategic Compass for Security and Defence. For a 
European Union that protects its citizens, values and interests, and contributes to 
international peace and security”, 21 March 2022. 

Fiott, Daniel, “Defence Matters: Ten Years of European Defence and What Has Really 
Been Achieved?” CSDS Policy Brief, No. 32/2023, 20 December 2023. 
 
European Defence Agency Annual Report 2023 
 
Bergmann, Max and Besch, Sophia “Why European Defense Still Depends on 
America”, ForeignAffairs.com, 7 March 2023. 
 
Bergmann, Max and all. “The EU charts its own path for European rearmement.” CSIS, 
March 2024. 

Maulny, Jean-Pierre. “The Impact of the War in Ukraine on the European Defence 
Market”, IRIS Policy Paper, September 2023. 

European Council, “Special meeting of the European Council – Conclusions” Brussels, 
17 and 18 April 2024. 

European Union, “A new European Defence Industrial Strategy: Achieving EU 
readiness through a responsive and resilient European Defence Industry” March 2024. 

Myroniuk, Anna, and Yehoshyna, Valeria  “EU Shell-Production Capacity, Supplies To 
Ukraine Fall Far Short Of Promises”, RadioFreeEurope, RadioLiberty, 8 July 2024. 
 
Franke, Ulrike and Puglierin, Jana “Home alone: Germany’s security and defence 
policy when its closest allies are gone.” ECFR: European Council on Foreign 
Relations, 23 July 2024. 
 
Townsend, Jim “How Can Europe Reduce Its Military Dependency on the United 
States?” New York Times, 12 July 2024. 
 
Grand, Camille, “Defending Europe with less America”, ECFR: European Council on 
Foreign Relations, 3 July 2024. 
 
 

Session7: European Sovereignty in the making: Trade and technology  
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“Accelerating Europe: Competitiveness for a New Era," McKinsey.com, January 16, 
2024. 

European Commission, “Speech by Director-General Sabine Weyand: Trade policy in 
a changing world.” 14 May 2024. 

Mario Draghi, "A radical change is needed", LeGrandContinent.eu, 16 April 2024. 

European Commission, “Speech by Executive Vice President Vestager on technology 
and politics  at the Institute for Advanced Study.” Princeton, 9 April 2024. 
 
Couvreur, Sjorre. “Inside the European Union’s Trade Machinery : Institutional 
Changes in an Age of Geoeconomics.” JCMS-Journal of Common Market Studies, 
2024, doi:10.1111/jcms.13625. 
 

Session 8: China as a systemic rival ?  
 

European Commission and HR/VP contribution to the European Council “EU - China: 
a strategic outlook”, 12 March 2019. 
 
Borrell, Josep, “Speech by High Representative/Vice-President Josep Borrell at Peking 
University” EEAS, 13 November 2023. 
 
Von der Leyen, Ursula “Speech by President von der Leyen on EU-China relations to 
the Mercator Institute for China Studies and the European Policy Centre” EPC, 
Brussels, 30 March 2023. 
 
Wiegand, Gunnar and all. “China-Russia Alignment: A Threat to Europe’s Security” 
MERICS Report, 26 June 2024 

Podcast: A Chinese Perspective on the Russia-Ukraine War: A Conversation with Dr. 
Zhao Hai, 12 April 2024. 
 
European Parliament, “EU-China relations: De-risking or de-coupling −the future of 
the EU strategy towards China” March 2024.  
 
Farrell, Henry and Newman, Abraham “The new economic security state: How de-
risking will remake geopolitics.” ForeignAffairs.com, November/December 2023. 
 
Compodium, "EU-China relations at a crossroads, Vol.III: Business unusual" EPC, 30 
June 2024. 
 
Bachulska, Alicja, Leonard, Mark, and Oertel,Janka  « The Idea of China: Chinese 
Thinkers on Power, Progress, and People », ebooks, 2 July 2024. 
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Check resources available on EU Chamber of commerce to China : more specifically 
the annual report 2023. 
 
European Council, Conclusion, Brussels, 29-30 June 2023.  
 
Ziegler, E. Charles, “Filling the Void Left by Great-Power Retrenchment: Russia, 
Central Asia, and the U.S. Withdrawal from Afghanistan.” Texas National Security 
Review, 8 August 2024. 
 
 

Session 9 : When Member states  retain their sovereignty : EU and the 
war in Gaza 

  
Borrell Fontelles, Josep, “Europe Between Two Wars”, European Union”, European 
Union, 3 January 2024, pp 91-155. 
 
Vimont, Pierre, “Europe's Moment of Powerlessness in the Middle East.” CEIP: 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. United States of America, 10th October 
2023. 
 
European Council, Conclusion, Brussels, 21-22 March 2024.  
 
Konečný, Martin, “EU’s Gaza War response: a Tale of contradiction and division.” 
Clingendael, 16 March 2024. 
 

Session 10: the EU and the rise of the Global South  
 
European Commission, ‘Global Gateway Forum kick starts to boost sustainable 
investments in infrastructure’, Press release, 25 October 2023. 

Borrell, Josep, High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy / Vice-President of the European Commission, “Global Gateway, EU's 
proposal in the global "battle of offers", European External Action Service, 27 October 
2023. 

European Commission, “Critical Raw Material Act (CRMA)” 16 March 2023. 
 
Hogan, Erica, and Stewart, Patrick “A Closer Look at the Global South.” CEIP: Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace. United States of America, 20 May 2024. 
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Session 11: The future of US / EU relations  
  
Bergmann, Max and Besch, Sophia “Why European Defense Still Depends on 
America”, ForeignAffairs.com, 7 March 2023. 
 
Poliakova, Alina and al., “A new vision of the transatlantic alliance.” CEPA, 30 
November 2023. 
 
Mallory, King and al. “Burdensharing and Its Discontents Understanding and 
Optimizing Allied Contributions to the Collective Defense”, RAND, 7 May 2024. 
 
NATO, Washington Summit Declaration, 10 July 2024. 
 
McGerty, Fenella, “NATO defence spending: a bumper year”, IISS, Military Balance 
Blog, 8 July 2024. 
 
Trump, Donald, “Donald Trump’s Bloomberg Businessweek Interview: Complete 
Text”, Bloomberg, 16 July 2024. 
 
Chivvis, Christopher S. and all. “Strategic Change in U.S. Foreign Policy”, CEIP: 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. United States of America, 2024. 
 
Report of the U.S. National Defense Strategy Commission, Rand, 2024. 
 
Logan, Justin and Shifrinson, Joshua, “A Post-American Europe:It’s Time for 
Washington to Europeanize NATO and Give Up Responsibility for the Continent’s 
Security.” ForeignAffairs.com, 9 August 2024.  
 
Rhodes, Ben, “A Foreign Policy for the World as It Is: Biden and the Search for a New 
American Strategy.” ForeignAffairs.com, 18 August 2024.  
 

 
Session 12: The EU between declining multilateralism and rising 

multipolarity 
 
Borrell, Josep “Multipolarity without multilateralism”, EEAS, Blogpost, 24 September 
2023. 
 
Laïdi, Zaki, “Reading Olson to Understand Trump: Multipolarity without 
Multilateralism?, in  RSCAS Policy Papers 2018-2019, August 2018.  
 
 
 
 


